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A busy year for GRMG
Welcome to our second issue; it’s been a busy period for the GRMG since our last newsletter and we are
now officially one year old!
Since our last update, we’ve hosted another successful event in the county, made deeper contacts with
the police and wildlife crime officers, been busy monitoring the breeding season as well as planning more
events to keep us and you busy over the winter.
In this issue, you will find an overview of our raptor ID day hosted by Jimmi Hill, our 2015 Peregrine survey
results, analysis of our sightings so far this year as well as a few other articles and news stories that will be
of interest (we're still working on the analysis of our Goshawk survey and hope to circulate that soon).
We will be hosting two talks this Winter. Emily Joáchim will deliver a talk on Little Owls on Thursday 10th
December at the Cheese Rollers Inn (Shurdington, near Cheltenham) and Steve Roberts will deliver a talk
on Honey-Buzzards at Ribston Hall High School (Stroud Road, Gloucester) on Tuesday 26th January.
Tickets for both events are available online now and early booking is advised. You can find more
information about both of these talks in this issue on page 10.
If you have any stories or suggestions on items you think we should include in our next newsletter, or you
would like to write a guest article, send us an email (glosraptors@gmail.com) with the subject as
‘Newsletter’.
We hope that you enjoy reading our second newsletter of the year and we hope to see you at our winter
events over the coming months.
•

An overview of our Raptor ID Day at
the ICBP

A review of the Forest of Dean
Goshawk breeding season

•

Little Owls in Gloucestershire

•

Sightings analysis

•

Tawny box update

•

The results from our 2015 Peregrine
survey

•

Upcoming events over Winter

•

Red Kite roosts in the county

In this issue:
•
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Raptor ID Day
by Jimmi Hill

June the 20th this year saw the first raptor identification
day ran by myself and fellow group member Robin
Husbands with the support of other GRMG members. The
day was held at the International Centre for birds of Prey in
Newent and made for a brilliant setting.
We had a great turn out with some new faces eager to learn about how to identify raptors in the field.
There was a morning session indoors which included a powerpoint presentation on basic monitoring
methods with tips and tricks on how to make sense of what you might see in the field. The day was also
interspersed with the fantastic flying demonstrations from the ICBP which gave the group a chance to
understand flight styles and silhouettes of many raptors including some of our county’s most treasured
including the Red Kite and Peregrine Falcon.
After lunch myself and GRMG’s nest finding and ringing guru Robin 'Yoda' Husbands took the group out
into a field near the centre to talk about field monitoring techniques and general field craft. This field is
somewhat a raptor hot spot, especially in the breeding season, as you can often see (at the right time of
year) a range of different raptor species. These regular species include; Common Buzzard, Hobby, Little
Owl and Raven to name a few. On this occasion we pointed out the type of places some of these species
would nest and were lucky enough to get good views of a local Common Buzzard and as well as a fairly
vocal Red Kite.
Once back to the centre is was time for any final questions and departure, everyone seemed to enjoy
themselves and hopefully learnt something from the day. It was great to see so many of our supporters
attend this day and the presentation is available for all to download via our website.
As a group we hope to run more events like this day in the future. If you are interested in attending such
events please let the group know. We are also open to suggestions for events you would like to see over
the coming years.
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Sightings
analysis

QUICK FACTS
•
•
•
•

Approximately4800 raptor records submitted
November through to March most recorded
months
Common Buzzard still the most recorded species
(but now 35% of total)
Increase in submissions for Red Kite

A big thank you to all who have submitted
sightings for us and who do so regularly. We now
have a full year’s worth of data so do please keep
your sightings coming in. We've recently added
new ways to record your sightings to us which
hopefully has made it easier for you to do.
The information shown on the following page
includes, more or less, records up the end of
October, which explains the trough evident
through the month of October (note that the
November and December figures are from 2014).
Our data now includes all records sent to Richard
Baatsen, the county recorder, therefore they
now show a better spread of locations as well as
a better range of species.
In our previous sightings analysis the Common
Buzzard was the dominant species yet now, with
our wealth of data, this species is no longer as
dominant (although still the most recorded and
by a fairly significant margin). The data which is
provided on the following pages does speak for
itself and it is, at present, difficult to draw any
conclusions. Two graphs have been included in
order to show more detail for less common
species. This is a long term project and most of
the variations shown will be random or down to
factors relating to observers rather than birds.
There are however, a number of interesting
peaks in the graphs that are worth noting:
•

•

•

Some species (Common Buzzard, Kestrel and
Sparrowhawk) show a peak in March. This
could be down to these species being more
obvious during their display period but it
could also be down to observers visiting
watch points at this time of year in order to
see them.
The summer peak in June for Red Kites
continues a pattern that has been noted in
recent years. The question here is, whether or
not this is a case of non-breeding birds
dispersing and being recorded in new areas or
not.
There is a clear spike in Raven records for
September shown. This could be because
large numbers are being seen together as
winter roosts develop.
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2015 Peregrine survey
As a group, the Gloucestershire
Raptor
Monitoring
Group
(GRMG) decided to continue the
national 2014 Peregrine Survey
led by the BTO in 2015 at a
county level. A team of
volunteers, largely those who
contributed to the 2014 survey,
as well as key group members
agreed to take part again to
once again monitor the key sites
surveyed in 2014. A summary of
these findings is given in this
report and all sites have been
kept confidential due to the risk
of persecution that exists for
many raptor species.

Coverage
In total, 25 sites were surveyed
during the 2015 season and were
categorised into the following
types of site; natural cliff, quarry
(used or disused), pylon or
building. It is important to note
that no new nest sites were
found during this study and the
25 study sites were taken from
the results of the 2014 national
survey.

Only two of the 25 sites failed to
be checked this year after being
surveyed previously and this was
due to locational factors. One,
for example, is a large quarry
with difficult access and a
limited view once inside.

Nest outcomes
Fourteen of the 23 sites were
found to have active nests. A
summary of the outcomes at
those nests can be seen in the
table below.

Unsuccessful sites
There are a variety of reasons for
unsuccessful nests this year. As
previously
mentioned, one
quarry in particular is a difficult
site to monitor and therefore
yielded no actual results;
however birds were seen
entering from a distance which
could lead us to assume a nest
was successful here. This is often
the case for Peregrine sites, they
are often out of view and
difficult to monitor, which was
the case for two sites this year.
We are also aware of two sites
which were successful in terms
of
incubating,
however
surveyors could not see well
enough into nest sites to give
certain numbers, or even be sure
that birds had hatched.
In terms of failing nests, one was
sited at a quarry and the other
on a pylon. In the case of the
quarry the young fell out of the
scrape before fledging and in the
case of the pylon which failed
the
young
here
were
unfortunately blown out in a
strong gale.

Comparison to 2014
If we compare these results to
those of 2014, numbers are
slightly down for Peregrines in
the county with fewer young
fledged this year. Two sites this
year failed after incubation due
to natural causes and two sites
were
not
as
extensively
monitored so numbers fledged
there are uncertain.

Moving forward
The GRMG will repeat this
survey again in 2016 and
potentially yearly, for at least
five years. Through word of
mouth and our submissions from
supporters we will continue to
add to the list of peregrine
breeding sites (both potential
and confirmed) to include in the
survey.
Each year we will encourage
others to take part with us to
allow greater coverage of sites
to give an even more reliable set
of survey results. Do let us know
if you monitor any sites so that
we can include the data in our
reports and remember to
monitor within the law as to not
cause a disturbance to the birds.

Urban Peregrines appear to be doing
well in the county.
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Review of the Forest of Dean
2015 Goshawk Season
by Jerry Lewis

In the Forest of Dean, a total of 61 Goshawk sites were checked by myself and Rob Husbands, and of
these 37 nests were monitored with an additional two sites found after the young had fledged. Of these
61 sites four were new sites found this year. The majority of other sites (where the nest was not found),
were also occupied, however time constraints prevented a successful search.
Overall this year, productivity was 2.53 (73 young from 31 nests) – this includes two nests known to have
been successful and assumed to have fledged two chicks. This is a considerable improvement over the
last ten years (where it has not exceeded 2.0), and is comparable to the number of young last seen
regularly in the late 1980's/early 1990's.
Eight nests are known to have failed (all on FC land) - the majority of these failed at the egg/small chick
stage, and are not thought to be disturbance related (although short lived "non operational"
disturbance, cannot be completely discounted as being a contributing factor). There were two sites
with extensive tree felling in the late winter which may have been disruptive for the females, and a nest
wasn't found despite extensive searches.
Mountain bike activity may have contributed to the failure of a third on FC land, with a well used track
passing close to the nest tree. Another nest almost certainly failed as a result of disturbance from an
orienteering event - the eggs were deserted and the stage of chick development (in the eggs),
corresponded to the date of the event. The potential for disturbance was known to the event
organisers, and some check points were changed to reduce the risk. Despite this, the route that
competitors actually take cannot be controlled, unless exclusion zones are implemented around nest
sites.

A number of action points has been listed to ensure greater success of Goshawk in the Forest of Dean
next year.

Young Goshawk during ringing by Natalie Wylde
(photographed under licence). .
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Goshawk young in the nest. Photograph taken
during a licenced nest visit by Andrew Bluett.
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Little Owls in Gloucestershire
by Andrew Bluett

On the face of it we do seem to have a good number of Little Owls in Gloucestershire, however, we
cannot be certain, and the national evidence is of significant declines in their numbers, especially in Wales
and the south-west. In percentage terms, the BTO fact sheet for Little Owls quotes 43% decline in the
longer term, 29% in the short term, though there is evidence of increase in both numbers and to a lesser
degree, range, in the east and north-east of the country.

When mapped over several Atlas periods at a 10km square level for Gloucestershire, the figures are
relatively consistent:
Occupied 10k squares
Breeding
Winter

1968-71
26

1981-84

1988-91
25

25

2007-2011
24
26

However, mapping at 10km square level for a single county is a very blunt instrument; each occupied
square might hold a single pair, or it might hold 25 pairs. We must therefore look at tetrads or 1km
squares to see a more realistic level of detail to make a proper assessment of the picture. The survey work
for the 2007-11 atlas found the following:
Tetrads:
Breeding
Winter

Total
235
179

Confirmed
62

Probable
43

Possible
89

Present
41
179

Importantly though, the proportion of squares in which Little Owls were recorded in the first hour of a
timed visit fell from 16% in 1988-91 to just 6% in 2007-11; surely evidence of a serious decline. In 20172019 the BTO proposes carrying out a national survey of Owl populations although the details have yet to
be made public. Alongside that, GRMG is exploring the possibility of a preparatory county wide survey
specifically of Little Owls in 2016.
As things stand we have a fair idea of where our Little Owls are, based on the data we already have, but
to paraphrase Donald Rumsfeld, former US Secretary of Defence, the known unknowns are:
• Total of occupied tetrads – do we know them all?
• Population, is it increasing or declining?
• Hatching, fledging & survival rates?
• Reasons for decline if there is such?
• Given that there are some tetrads with breeding sites but no winter records and vice versa, do Little
Owls in some cases occupy different squares in different seasons?
Little Owls are still considered to be alien introductions rather than being native, consequently they have
no conservation status which makes it very difficult to attract funding for research. There is something
amiss causing the declines but no clear indication of what that might be, the use of Ivermectin (an antiparasitic drug) in livestock has been suggested as a possible factor but the case remains to be proven. If it
is this that causes declines in the numbers of invertebrates on which Little Owls feed, is there something
that can be done? The west and Wales have historically been associated with dairy and fatstock whereas
the east of the country is largely arable, so there could be a correlation between Ivermectin and decline in
the west.
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Considerations for carrying out a survey
• Some squares / areas of the county could be excluded
as being unlikely to be occupied at any season, simply
because the habitat is known to be unsuitable at all
times of year.
• Squares with no records but that otherwise appear
suitable could be re-surveyed in both seasons to
establish whether or not there are Owls in either
period.
• Squares with records for both seasons could be taken
as read and re-surveyed at some point in the future
(say 5 or 10 years from now) to establish whether or
not there is a decline or increase in the distribution.
• Alternatively, sample known breeding & wintering
sites could be monitored to assess change.
• Those observers who have given data for either the
breeding or non-breeding seasons could be asked to
re-visit in the other season to establish whether or
not the Owls are truly resident in both seasons. This
would give a more complete picture and potentially
indicate if there is any partial migration between
wintering and breeding sites.
• More specific data on laying, hatching, fledging and
survival rates could be carried out using a sample of
sites with nest boxes combined with colour ringing
possibly of both adult and young birds.

Image: M van Heulsen

The continuing income of general records will inevitably
improve our knowledge of the overall situation in any
case.

Emily Joachim, who based in Wiltshire, is carrying out
her own research on Little Owls. The GRMG has invited
Emily to give a talk on the subject on December 10th. We
hope this will enable us work out how and what to do
and in turn, we will feed back information both to Emily
and the BTO. You can find more information on Emily’s
Little Owl project by going to her web-site at
www.littleowlproject.uk. See page 11 of this newsletter
for details of this talk.

Image: Ben Locke

How you can help

• Book your place for December the 10th
• Get involved; help us with survey work in the field
• If you already have information on Little Owls
occupying areas in either breeding or winter seasons,
especially of roosting and breeding sites, do let us
know.
Image: Ben Locke

You can contact GRMG by whichever means you prefer.
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Tawny Box Update
by Rich Harris

The Tawny Owl Project continues to expand and we have now
secured the support of a growing number of landowners and
farmers within the county. With phase one now complete, the
Gloucestershire Naturalists’ Society have been extremely
generous and offered us a second grant to continue our work on
this project which will allow us to create more boxes for habitats
in the county.
For this project my days consist of contacting, educating and
signing up landowners into the project as well as surveying
woods/habitat and constructing boxes in-between. At time of
writing 60 more boxes have been built and most of these have
already been installed in local area with myself and Jimmi Hill and
we are keeping a spread sheet together of all boxes and their
locations. We plan to monitor and check for nest success in
Spring 2015.

Image: Ben Locke

We are seeking volunteers to help us in this venture to help it
grow; if you are interested please send an email to
glosraptors@gmail.com with the subject ‘Tawny Project’.

Winter talks
This winter GRMG are hosting two talks from two well respected species specialists:
Emily Joáchim ‘Little Owls’
Emily is a raptor ecologist and researcher who specialises in Little Owls in the UK. Recently, Emily
completed her PhD on UK Little Owl breeding ecology and she is the founder of, and runs, the UK Little
Owls Project and is devoted to supporting the species.
Thursday 10th December 2015: The Cheese Rollers Inn, Shurdington (GL51 4XJ)
7.30pm start and pub food available from 6.30pm: £5
Steve Roberts ‘Breeding Honey-Buzzards in the UK’
Steve Roberts has been studying breeding birds all his life and Honey-buzzards for the last 25 years,
resulting in 2 major papers in British Birds and 3 smaller papers. Steve is well respected in birding and is an
excellent speaker.
Tuesday 26th January 2016: Ribston Hall High School, Gloucester (GL1 5LE)
Doors 7pm for a 7.30pm start: £5: Refreshments available for a small charge
These events will be ticket only and you will need to bring confirmation of your booking on the night.
Tickets are available online now!
www.glosraptors.co.uk/shop
As GRMG does not have members paying subscriptions, the charges shown cover the cost of the talks. Any
surplus made on ticket sales will go towards raptor conservation in the county.
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Red Kite Roosts
by Dave Pearce

Several of us made observations and counted
65 coming into roost.

So we definitely have three roosts with 50 – 75
Red Kites. However, unless you were very
lucky you could drive by a wood with roosting
kites without seeing any at all! The question is
– is there a roost near you?

It is quite well known that in the winter Red
Kites roost together in woods. I wrote a short
article for the 2012 Gloucestershire Bird Report
- A Red Kite Roost in Gloucestershire. Many of
us will remember the winter of 2011-2012 for
the large number of hunting Short-eared Owls
and Red Kites in the east of the county. While
watching the owls as dusk gathered, it was
noticeable that there was a general drift of Red
Kites flying in the same direction, singly or in
small groups.
After a few evenings of investigation the roost
was found and the kites flying in reached over
75 birds with a similar number in the following
two winters. During the last winter this roost
was not watched so often but 65 birds were
recorded at the end of January.
Last winter as dusk approached in another
area of the North Cotswolds I noticed single
kites flying purposefully in a straight line.
Plotting their directions gave me a clue to
where they might be roosting and a chance
remark by an NCOS member that he had seen
a gathering of kites early in the morning
seemed to confirm this. Eventually the wood
was located and about 50 birds were using it.

The best time to keep a look out seems to be
during December when the number of birds
tends to build up from the middle of the month
and reach a maximum at the end of December.
Although numbers may decline during
January, this may change due to the weather
or a range of factors of which I am unaware.
So look out an hour or so before dusk for lone
or small groups of birds flying in a straight line.
Sometimes as dusk approaches, the roosting
birds suddenly fly up and circle round together.
This is a great time to accurately estimate the
number of birds and is usually about 25% more
than have been counted in! In most occasions
this disturbance lasts for only a few minutes so
get counting immediately. Sometimes there
appears to be a kind of display and the birds
chase and dive at each other and break into
smaller groups which interact over up to half
an hour. It is believed that the majority of birds
which use a roost are first and second year
birds.
The lie of the land can be crucial in making a
good count and it will probably take a few
visits to find the optimum place to be.
The best of luck!

A further roost was found when another NCOS
member mentioned he had seen 40 - 60 birds
above a wood as he drove home from work.
Images courtesy of Richard Tyler.
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THANK YOU

AUTUMN 2015

Remember; if you spot wildlife
crime in your area contact your
local police.

Thank to everyone who has
contributed to this month’s
newsletter, especially to Dave
Pearce, Jerry Lewis and
Professor Gordon Wilcock.
We’d also like to thank the ICBP
Newent for the use of the centre
for our Raptor ID Day and for
their continued support.
A final thank you to our
contributors, supporters and
followers. Your support is vital
to the work that we are doing.

BADGES AVAILABLE ONLINE

www.glosraptors.co.uk/shop
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