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Welcome!
by Natalie Wylde

Welcome to the first issue of the
Gloucestershire Raptor Monitoring
Group’s newsletter! This newsletter
is designed to keep our supporters
up to date with raptors in the county,
updates on what we’ve been doing
as well as events that we have
coming up.

Our newsletter will keep you up to
date with what we are doing as a
group, analyse the sightings that
have been submitted to us, review
and promote any upcoming events
as well a great deal of other items
including
guest
writers
and
photographs.

As a group we’re not even a year in
so the first thing we need to say is
‘thank you’ to everyone who is
involved with, and supporting, the
group so far. We are pleased with
what we have accomplished already
this year and are looking forward to
the future and developing the group
to protect our county’s raptors.

If you have any stories or
suggestions on items you think we
should include or would like to write
a guest article, send us an email
(glosraptors@gmail.com) with the
subject as ‘Newsletter’.

From now on we intend to issue two
newsletters a year; one in the spring
and one in the autumn. This way we
can cover before and after the main
raptor breeding season.

We hope that you enjoy reading our
newsletter.

Review of our events so far
We’ve included an overview of our inaugural meeting
and our Goshawk ID session earlier in the year for those
who could not attend.
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Sightings 2015
We’ve gone through the sightings that have been
submitted to us this year and overviewed them for you.
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Upcoming event; Raptor ID Day
We are hosting a raptor ID day in June and you can find
all the details in this issue.
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Badges
We are selling logo badges that make a great accessory
to your binoculars, collar, hat or camera bag.
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Articles
We’ve included articles on our surveys, Ravens and
raptor persecution all in this issue.
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Inaugural meeting
by Natalie Wylde

On January 17th we held our inaugural meeting to get
GRMG started at St. Peter’s High School. This meeting
was well attended with around 60 attendees who came
from a range of backgrounds and organisations to listen
and input to the group.
Gordon Kirk kicked off the meeting outlining some key
facts and figures on the main raptor species in the county
as well as an overview of the benefits of surveying species.
Steve Watson then gave an overview of the benefits of
observing/monitoring a particular species over a long
period of time. Steve has spent a great deal of time
monitoring the Peregrine Falcons at Symonds Yat Rock
and has produced a wealth of data for this site. Steve has
recorded the different breeding pairs at the site,
documented the location of each year’s eyrie as well as
recording the success of each pair each year along with
the totals fledged logged. Steve has produced an
impressive amount of data over the years and regularly
collates/compares it with the national data which helps
him to understand the local status of this beautiful species
immensely.

been monitoring Goshawks for many years and spends
many hours out in the field nest finding, monitoring
behaviour and ringing young.
Natalie Wylde then overviewed how fieldwork can be
done from the perspective of someone who is relatively
new to birding. Natalie uses technology to help her in the
field and uses an iPad to note down her sightings each
time she visits her local pair of Peregrine Falcons whom
she monitors throughout the year. Natalie has put
together a basic spreadsheet on Microsoft Excel which
allows her to record on the date she is visiting.
The group’s aims and objectives were then overviewed
and the group opened up a Q&A session for those who
attended to voice their ideas/opinions of the group. This
allowed the group to review and refine aims and
objectives, gauge support for such a group as well as
discuss future events and potential surveys.
The meeting in January was a great success and the group
would like to once again thank everyone who attended.

Robin Husbands followed on from Steve and overviewed
the status of Goshawks in the county, highlighting them
as a species of potential concern with numbers appearing
lower than their potential. Rob also gave an insight to his
experience of monitoring and ringing the species. Rob has

Goshawk chicks. Image courtesy
of Scott Marshall.

Robin Husbands climbs a tree to ring Goshawk chicks.
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Goshawk ID Session
by Gordon Kirk

Despite very unpromising conditions,
our Goshawk ID morning at New Fancy
View in the Forest of Dean attracted
seventeen people and guess what?...
we saw Goshawks! We started in the
rain, but it did ease, although the wind
remained strong throughout – not
exactly ideal soaring conditions.
Rob Husbands led the session,
offering tips on how to separate
Goshawks in flight from Buzzards or
Sparrowhawks. People shared their
own experiences and thoughts too.
We differ in the way we see and
describe things – not everyone found

it helpful to be told that Goshawks
look like Spitfires!
As conditions improved we saw four
Goshawks in total – a large female
gave the closest views as she flew
past, more or less at our eye-level.
She stayed around for long enough
for people to appreciate the main ID
features – a heavy-chested look,
deep wing beats with a flash of white
on the upstroke; even the white
undertail coverts were obvious.
A male soared above us, also giving
quite good views of the general
shape and wing profile as seen from
below, and we saw two other birds
further away, enabling us to study

their general behaviour when
soaring – a flat-winged look quite
different from the tilting movements
of a Buzzard. A few Buzzards were
around for comparison, and we
noted that the stronger, more
powerful Goshawks seemed to cope
much better with the windy
conditions.
All in all it was a successful morning,
which seemed to be appreciated by
those present, especially the people
preparing to take part in our survey.
It was also good to simply chat to
fellow enthusiasts.
Many thanks to Rob and others for
sharing their knowledge on this day.

Below: Juvenile Goshawk in flight by Ben Locke.

Above: Everyone looking over
New Fancy View on the lookout
for Goshawks.
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Sightings analysis
by Natalie Wylde and Ben Locke

MOST SIGHTED RAPTOR

47%
So far this year the common buzzard has accounted for
47% of our total recorded sightings.

Introduction
Between the months of December
(2014) and April (2015) GRMG
received a total of 841 submissions
through the website, equating to
1488 birds seen in total – a great
start. Many of you have been
submitting your sightings and we
owe you all a big thank you.
Mark Grieve is our highest recorder
so far with 143 submissions logged
which is an incredible effort in
helping the monitoring of raptors in
the county. We have sent Mark a
logo badge as a thank you. Please do
continue to log your sightings to us;
they are integral to the monitoring
work that we do.
Below is a brief analysis of the data
that we have received so far. At the
moment, only a few months in, this
is a short analysis which is more of
an overview however, over time we
will develop it and in the future we
will be able to breakdown species,
years and months.

If you spot any patterns that we may
have missed please do let us know.
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Average number of birds seen
per submission

that will allow us to monitor
fledgling successes.

instead of the rough location of a
particular place.

The graph here shows the average
number of birds seen in each
submission to our website; in other
words whether the birds were alone,
in a pair or seen in a group. Ravens
are the highest here with almost
three Ravens on average for each
sighting.

Total birds by species

The map below displays the location
of the 70.4% of our sightings (this
was the percentage of sightings with
a grid reference included) and shows
a relatively good spread of sightings
with one or two clusters as well.
Clusters include one in the Forest of
Dean, a second in the Stroud area
and a third in Frampton-UponSevern and the area south to it
alongside the river.

Ravens were closely followed by
Common Buzzards and Short-Eared
Owls who averaged around two birds
per sighting.
At the moment this data does not
give away too much however, in the
future when this has built up more
and more we hope to be able to
analyse it effectively and determine
more links to the social behaviour of
different raptor species.

Observations by month
The focus here is January to April
which is roughly when we started
taking submissions via our website.
One or two people have also
submitted some historical records to
us therefore May to December on
this chart is 2014 whereas January to
April is 2015. Once we have done a
full year we will be able to analyse
one year as the graph will be
balanced out for analysis.
The one thing that we can take from
this is that momentum is being kept
in terms of submitting sightings
which we are thankful for.
As it stands, this year the month
with the highest recorded number of
sightings is February. February is a
common month to go out nest
finding ready for the upcoming
breeding season; which is what a
number of you have been doing.
Hopefully we will see an increase of
sightings towards the end of spring
and into the summer months
including sightings of juvenile birds

This pie chart shows clearly which
raptor is being sighted the most; the
Common Buzzard, so far we have
had 700 sightings of this species
logged through our website equating
to almost half (47%) of our total
sightings so far. The second most
frequently reported species is the
Kestrel with 258 sightings recorded
in total however, these numbers are
far behind those of the Common
Buzzard with 442 more Buzzards
seen than Kestrels. It is well known
that the Common Buzzard is doing
well across the country since
declining in the 1950’s and 1960’s
due to myxomatosis in their food
source and use of organochlorine
pesticides (RSPB).
In April two other species were fairly
well recorded, showing an increase
in submissions, which were the
Peregrine Falcon and the Goshawk.
This correlates well with the launch
of our two surveys of these two
raptor species that month where a
number of you are currently out
monitoring and surveying a number
of different sites for these species. It
will be interesting to see what this
data will show us after the end of this
season.
Overall we’ve had a great amount of
data that we’ve looked over and we
hope that everyone can continue
with their submissions allowing us to
monitor raptors in Gloucestershire.

Map
This map has been generated using
the grid references submitted
alongside the sightings we received.
Grid references are a powerful tool,
especially when it comes to using
them to create a map, as they allow
us to pin point a more exact location

Many sightings correlate along
roads, for example the A40. Many
raptors are known to be seen along
road sides, in particular Kestrels for
example, who are frequently
observed hovering for prey above
the grassy verge of a road.
We have had sightings across the
county in both rural and urban
locations, however from the map it is
evident that the majority of sightings
are in the more rural areas of the
county.
Maps are also useful in displaying
gaps in data, not just gatherings.
Current gaps in our data include the
southern parts of the county in
places such as Berkeley, Cirencester
and South Cerney and as well as this
the north-easterly parts of the
county in places such as Bourton,
Stow and Chipping Campden. If you
know of any raptor enthusiasts in
these areas do please encourage
them to submit their sightings to us.

References
RSPB. (n.d.). Buzzard: Population
trends. Retrieved May 17th, 2015,
from RSPB:
http://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverand
enjoynature/discoverandlearn/birdg
uide/name/b/buzzard/population_tre
nds.aspx
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Surveys 2015
by Natalie Wylde

Peregrine survey
Last year the BTO ran a Peregrine
survey nationwide which proved to
be a great success in determining the
status of this impressive species in
the country as a whole. As a group,
this year we decided to continue this
survey in the county and we have a
number of volunteers out surveying
a number of sites. We hope to have
the results collated and analysed
ready for our next newsletter later
this year for you to read.

not we will of course investigate
further.
Below: Peregrine Falcon in flight
by Ben Locke

Again, if you know of any nesting
Goshawks please do let us know so
we can add it into the survey to
improve our results.

In the meantime if you know of, or
already monitor, any Peregrine
scrapes and would like to take part
please get in touch via email.

Goshawk survey
At our inaugural meeting we
mentioned the possibility of GRMG
starting an annual Goshawk survey
and this idea was greatly supported.
Goshawk are a species that we know
very little about and despite being
heavily protected there are areas
within the county, namely woodland
areas, that should contain breeding
pairs but do not.
In April we sent out an email with a
list
of
woodland areas in
Gloucestershire
that
could
potentially support Goshawks and
emailed it out to our supporters. We
then assigned two people to a
woodland and they have been out in
the field monitoring from an
appropriate distance to see if any
Goshawks drop into the woodland
regularly.
We are hoping that this survey
shows us that Goshawks have good
coverage within the county and if

Above: Portrait of a Peregrine
Falcon by Dave Pearce

Above: Goshawk in flight by Ben
Locke
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Tawny owl boxes
by Rich Harris

CONSERVATION WORK

Jimmi Hill and I have recently identified tawny owls as a species that are in
need of support having experienced a 38% decline over the past 10 years.
This coupled with similar projects run by Jimmi in Cheshire and myself in
Somerset in the past we have decided to repeat our efforts in
Gloucestershire.

Within the Southam and Newent areas we have respectively surveyed
local woods and gained the interest, support and permission of
landowners to assess the need for boxes and gain access so that we can
monitor and help this species conservation. This process will continue into
the future as a part of the GRMG in association with the International
Centre for Birds of Prey in Newent (ICBP).

Above: Tawny Owl by Andrew Bluett

Tawny box making
Rich Harris and Jimmi Hill have been working hard to
produce a number of Tawny owl boxes to place around
the county to support the species.

We regard what we are doing as a 'first phase' in an ever growing project.
Our plan for the future is that we will take our knowledge and experience
into local schools and colleges and offer educational talks allowing others
to be inspired and informed of the benefits of such conservation work
which is vital for some species to survive in modern day Britain. We also
hope to secure more donations in the future to allow us to continue this
work and allow the project to expand.
We are most grateful to the Gloucestershire Naturalists Society for
accepting our grant application and the support of Jemima Parry-Jones
M.B.E at the ICBP for her continued encouragement, advice and use of
the workshops.

We are seeking volunteers to help us in this venture to help it grow; if you
are interested please send an email to glosraptors@gmail.com with the
subject ‘Tawny Project’.

Upcoming event!
Location of boxes
Boxes are carefully placed once complete to allow the
species to use them successfully.

By Natalie Wylde

Raptor ID Day – June 20th 2015
On June 20 th we will be hosting a raptor identification day, which is
being organised by Jimmi Hill. The day has been designed to help
birders and raptor enthusiasts improve identification skills as well as
field work skills.
The day will cost £15.00 and will start at 10.30 until 1600. To book your
place please purchase a ticket from www.glosraptors.co.uk/shop.

The day will cover:





Identification and behaviour
Flying demonstrations
Field technique
Free time around the ICBP
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Raven season; 2015
by Robin Husbands

Below: Raven in the nest by Rob
Husbands

nests I have found in my study area
were in Douglas fir and most still are
however now with pressure of
smaller territories and all the prime
real estate taken up, Ravens are
becoming more adventurous in their
choice of nesting tree. I saw my first
Oak tree nest found by Stephen
Palmer a couple of years ago,
showing the likely direction Ravens
are going. Perhaps broadleaf nests
will feature more often from now on.
Tree species used by nesting Ravens
in my study area so far include:

Ravens are honorary raptors as far as
GRMG is concerned; they are highly
intelligent, enigmatic birds worthy of
study. Ravens are deeply embedded
in many cultures around the world,
often revered, and are common in
much literature.
This year, it has been a good season
for Ravens Gloucestershire, in
particular north-east of the Forest of
Dean. There are many pairs spread
over the Forest of Dean, Severn Vale
and the Cotswolds now which is a
great addition to our birding
experience.
Many nests have been successful and
a good number of young have been
ringed (two broods of five, two of
four, two of three and one of two).
Two other nests were also
monitored but not climbed for safety
reasons.
The first highlight of this season for
me was finding my first Larch tree
nest and the second was finding a
pair of Ravens raising two young in
my local wood less than a mile from
my home.
A traditional communication tower
site has been abandoned in favour of

a tree site for the last two seasons
which is interesting as the tower has
had breeding Ravens for a number of
years. I do wonder if they will return
to the tower in the future.
Ravens have enjoyed a recovery and
expansion of their former range in
recent decades having been
confined to the wilder reaches of
these islands for a long period of
time. Most people have welcomed
their return but fashions change.
Once upon a time they were treated
the same as other raptors unwelcome
and
hunted
unmercifully. I wonder how long it
will be before the special protection
afforded Ravens is removed, as once
again they come into conflict with
man. I hope I am wrong about this
but we shall see.
As Ravens become more densely
packed, nest site selection becomes
more about what is available than
what is thought of as an acceptable
or an ideal site. Ravens have gone
from almost exclusively using crags,
because of human persecution, to
being widespread tree nesters using
a wide variety of tree species until
recently. Most of the tree raven









Grand fir
Oak
Larch
Scots pine
Wellingtonia
Cedar
Douglas fir

The nest of the Raven is a must see.
From below it looks like a giant
Carrion Crow nest; an untidy jumble
of sticks, however up close it is a
marvel. Well-constructed, strong to
survive late winter storms and built
to insulate against hard frosts and
snow.
I have twice seen nests that have
been pushed out of the tree by the
weight of snow on them and broken
eggs were unfortunately among the
debris. However, both nests were
built by relatively inexperienced
birds; Ravens are smart and will learn
and get better at their construction.
There have also been occasions
where entire nests had been
removed and rebuilt in a nearby tree
leaving the merest scattering of
debris under the former nest tree.
A big thank you to Scott Marshall
who spends time in the field locating
Ravens. The young would not have
been ringed this year without his
efforts.

SPRING MAY 2015 | Issue 1

10

Gloucestershire Raptors and the
Law
by Gareth Jones

Currently, raptor persecution is a
very
hard
crime
to
crack.
By its
nature the people that practice it are
secretive, the land is often restricted
access, poisons can be easily hidden,
traps can often be used for “legal”
corvid control and a vast number of
people have guns for legitimate
reasons. The odds are stacked
against raptors in these areas.
Recent events regarding Hen
Harriers have hit the headlines.
Three adult male Hen Harriers have
gone missing over the space of three
weeks. The likelihood this is for
natural reasons is very low. Experts
say it would be unheard of that only
male
Hen
Harriers
would
go
missing
and
there has not been any bad weather,
or other factors, in that area to
explain the loss (Harper, 2015).
This is not just a crime in the North
of England and Scotland, this
happens everywhere and we have
had our fair share of it in
Gloucestershire. Public knowledge
cases include poisoning of Peregrine
Falcons, Goshawks being shot,
Buzzards getting strung up and
many people suspect numerous
other raptors have gone missing
under illegal circumstances.

When we formed Gloucestershire
Raptor Monitoring Group, I asked if I
could liaise with Gloucestershire
Police and other crime enforcement
agencies to see if we could help
them.
So what could a raptor monitoring
group do? There are many ways in
which we have already started to
support raptors.
1
Firstly, our primary reason
for forming is to monitor raptors in
Gloucestershire. Without knowing
what is there, you cannot begin to
protect them. By building up a
picture of where raptors are if they
suddenly
disappear
from that
area we
can

investigate the potential reasons for
this as well as inform Gloucestershire
Police.
This method of monitoring proved
invaluable in prosecuting the East
Anglian
game keeper, Allen
Lambert, of the Stody Estate who
was convicted of poisoning Buzzards
back in October 2014.The defence
based their case on the number of
dead Buzzards found, claiming that
they were too high to have come
from the Estate and that they were
dumped there by a disgruntled dog
walker. The BTO were able to refute
this emphatically by providing Bird
Track survey data on Buzzards in
North Norfolk (BTO, 2014).

2
Data that is submitted to us
as a group through our website can
be analysed and mapped which
allows us to identify any potential
issues. Take Goshawks for example,
once the county has been surveyed
and we have analysed and mapped
the data we can identify woodland
areas where Goshawks are not
present but should be. We can
question why this might be the case
and work with the Police to
investigate and prevent any illegal
persecution from occurring. Visiting
local landowners can often be a good
deterrent when they know they are
being watched.
3
A third reason is that we can
be eyes and ears for Gloucestershire
Police. Each of us can hear rumours
or people talking too loudly in a pub
etc. and pass concerns on.
Sometimes a rumour here and an
overheard conversation there can
add up, and although your bit might
seem unimportant, it can sometimes
be a key piece to a very big jigsaw.
Police can act on intelligence and as
unlikely as it seems, this is going on
and is valuable to them.
4
As we are all aware, these
days Gloucestershire Police (like all
government departments) are under
pressure financially. There is a
Wildlife Crime Officer (Sgt. Simon
Clemett) and he oversees Rural
Environmental
Crime
Liaison
Officers (RECLOs) where Wildlife
Crime sits at Gloucestershire Police.
These Officers have their normal day
job but also take on the role of
RECLOs.
These officers might not have
experience of Raptors or wildlife and
so we are going to try to give them
some basic knowledge that we think
will help them in their jobs. This will
mainly be based upon raptor

SPRING MAY 2015 | Issue 1

identification but will possibly
include other facets of raptor crime.
5
The Gloucestershire Police &
Crime Commissioner Martin Surl has
stated that reducing Wildlife Crime is
a force objective. He is also very
keen on working with youngsters to
guide them away from crime and
into a law abiding life. Martin Surl
believes that spending time now
with young adults is a good way to
lower crime in later years. He has
backed initiatives around guiding
them and in future, we hope to work
in conjunction with his office to
spread the message in colleges and
schools.
Hopefully, you can see that we have
already started a lot of engagement
with Gloucestershire Police and we
have also started to talk to other
bodies about liaising with them. We
have been helped on the way by
Gloucestershire
Police,
Gloucestershire PCC, the National
Rural Crime Group and various
raptor groups in other areas of the
country for example Mick Taylor of
the South Peak Raptor Group as well
as a few others I cannot mention.
My thanks go to them all.
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If you have any information
regarding a raptor crime please
contact
Simon
Clemett
of
Gloucestershire Police or if you
would like to talk to me or the group,
you can contact us through the
Gloucestershire
Raptors
email
address.

Work cited
BTO. (2014, October 2nd). Mass
Raptor Poisoning. Retrieved from
BTO
BirdTrack:
http://www.bto.org/cy/node/13530
Harper, M. (2015, May 6th). Bad
News from Bowland. Retrieved from
RSPB
Our
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5/05/06/bad-news-frombowland.aspx
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Thank you!
Firstly we’d like to thank the Gloucestershire
Naturalists Society for all their support in our
first six months.
Secondly, we’d like to thank St. Peter’s RC
High in Gloucester, especially Keiran
Montagu and the extended school team,
who kindly allowed us use of the Pavilion for
our inaugural meeting back in January. This
was a big help to us to get started this year.
Thirdly, to the police for all of their support,
information and contacts so far.
Finally, a huge thank you to everyone who
has been involved with GRMG and to our
supporters, including followers on social
media, your support is hugely appreciated.

Badges
Don’t forget that you can now purchase our
logo badges from our website. These are
16mm resin coated badges with a butterfly
clip to attach that you can wear or pin to
your binocular strap.
Badges cost £5 and help towards the
building and distributing of nest boxes,
colour ringing certain raptor species for
conservation, printing annual reports and
contributing to the purchase of trail
cameras to monitor and eradicate wildlife
crime in the county.

www.glosraptors.co.uk/shop

GLOUCESTERSHIRE RAPTOR MONITORING GROUP
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Remember; if you spot wildlife crime
in your area contact your local police.
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