Goshawk; appx. 21 days old (Nat Wylde)
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Ready for 2016!
As a group we are all ready for 2016 and are working hard to have another successful year.
Since our last update we’ve formalised plans for the year, hosted two very successful talks from two
excellent speakers, created and distributed more Tawny Owl boxes, planned a county wide Little Owl
survey (please take part) and made even more great contacts to support the conservation of raptors
within the county. As well as this, some of us are also preparing for the ringing window and we also have
plans for two more talks over the 2016/17 winter period - and will of course keep you updated on this as
plans are finalised.
In this issue, you will find a review of the talks we hosted over the Winter period, the results from our 2015
Goshawk survey, an update on our Tawny box project as well as a guest article by Dave Pearce on the
continually successful Christ Church Peregrines and details of our Little Owl survey this year – as well as
much more.
Our focus at the moment, before the 2016 breeding season begins, is to increase the number of
submissions we get from our supporters in the form of sightings. Your sightings are important in the
conservation of the county’s raptors and you can read more about this on page 5.
If you have any stories or suggestions on items you think we should include in our next newsletter, or you
would like to write a guest article, send us an email (glosraptors@gmail.com) with the subject as
‘Newsletter’.
We hope that you enjoy the spring 2016 edition of our newsletter.

In this issue:
The results from our 2015 Goshawk
survey

•

Little Owl Survey 2016

•

Tawny box update

•

An overview of our Winter talks

•

Local Urban Peregrines

•

Sightings for 2016

•

Looking for Sparrowhawk nests

•
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2015 Goshawk Survey
by Gordon Wilcock and Gordon Kirk
Members of the Gloucestershire
Raptor Monitoring Group (GRMG)
agreed to establish a Goshawk
survey at a number of sites across
the County. A team of volunteers
undertook this first co-ordinated
survey, and this report includes the
results of this with additional
information garnered from ad-hoc
reports of sightings, or birds calling.
Note:- in our recent Autumn
Newsletter there was a detailed
report by Jerry Lewis, “Review of the
Forest of Dean 2015 Goshawk
Season”, which reported findings
from 61 sites (37 nests were found
and monitored, of which 31 were
successful, producing 73 young). We
should have made it clear that the
area covered included parts of the
FoD in Herefordshire and Gwent as
well as those in Gloucestershire.

Coverage
In the Gloucestershire part of the
FoD (see note in italics above), 26
sites were monitored. Outside the
FoD a further 19 sites were
surveyed. Most sites were visited
three times, but a small number
more frequently than this. Some
sites proved difficult to survey
adequately because of a lack of
vantage points. Most of the sites
were mixed woodland, of which
many had significant conifer
plantations. The Forest of Dean was
covered by very experienced
surveyors who have been finding
nests and ringing birds there for
many years, so the level of coverage
was at a different level.

Sites at which Goshawks were
seen as part of the survey
Twenty-four of the 26 FoD sites
were positive (it is likely that there
are additional sites there too, but
the size of the area and lack of time
prevents detailed work at all
potential sites; indeed some of
these single FoD sites are
considerably larger than some of
the smaller woodlands elsewhere).
Away from the FoD, there were 8
positive sites (sites at which
Goshawks were seen), which gave

rise to 20 separate sightings,
including some of immature birds,
and there were also occasional
reports of birds heard calling. There
was limited Goshawk activity at
most of the positive sites, i.e. small
numbers of birds were reported and
breeding was not confirmed (but
may well have taken place).
However there was one exception
to this in the more eastern part of
the county where the population
seems to be higher than anywhere
else apart from the FoD.
Display flights were reported as was
interaction between Goshawks and
other raptors or large birds, e.g.
being mobbed or defending
territory.
It was clear, as one might expect,
that many of the negative sites
were those with the most public
disturbance or forestry activity in
progress.
It was also interesting to note that
apart from one, all the sites that
were negative on the first visit
remained so for subsequent visits.
For positive sites, a sighting was
made at the first visit in the majority
of those where Goshawks were also
seen subsequently. Three visits is
thus likely to produce a fairly robust
and reliable indication of occupied
sites.

Independently
sightings

reported

Those which relate to sites other
than the sites described above will
indicate possible new sites to
monitor next year. Of the 122
reports, 70% were sightings made in
the FoD. The other 30% were
scattered around the county, some
possibly of birds moving between
areas rather than resident where
seen.

Nesting and birds fledged
The FoD had the largest population
and included 24 successful nests and
one which failed (considered to be
the result of infertile eggs). Fifty-six
young were produced and at least
twenty young birds were ringed in
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the nest. A further successful site
was found post-fledging, with an
unknown number of young.

The previously mentioned site in
the eastern part of the county held
at least one nest, which was found
in a felled larch tree. The four young
were professionally reared and later
ringed and released back at the site,
together with a bird found in similar
circumstances in Wales. However,
as there were 8 other sightings at
this site, it is likely that there are
additional nests in the locality.
Breeding was not confirmed at any
other sites (including one or two
where it has been confirmed in
previous years), but may have taken
place; for example at one site a
female was heard calling, probably
from a nest, but the nest was not
found and later in the season there
was extensive disturbance in the
immediate area (probably the
construction of a pheasant-rearing
pen).
A few juvenile birds were seen.
There were also reports at some
sites of old nests that were not
being used.

Future plans
Taken together, the findings above
indicate that the largest population
is in the west of the county, with a
smaller but significant second
population centre in the east.
These, together with the other sites
surveyed this year should if possible
be survey sites again next year.
Some of the records from
independently reported sightings
also indicate a small number of
additional sites worth considering.
It is also important to continue to
include these independent reports
in future as they contribute data
that may be useful in predicting new
sites for monitoring.
Many thanks to all those who took
part – from monitoring sites to
sending in records.
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Winter talks
2015/16
by GRMG

December 2015; UK Little Owls with Emily Joáchim
GRMG celebrated its first anniversary with its first indoor
meeting and presentation on the subject of Little Owls by
Dr. Emily Joáchim on Thursday December 10th 2015 at The Cheese Rollers Inn, Shurdington, near
Cheltenham. Emily is a raptor ecologist and researcher who specialises in Little Owls in the UK; she
recently completed her PhD at Reading University on UK Little Owl breeding ecology. She is the founder
of, and runs, the UK Little Owls Project and is devoted to supporting the species and featured in the BBC
Wildlife magazine in September 2015.
Emily presented a well illustrated talk about Little Owls in general, their habits, habitats, life cycle and
breeding, with photographs & video clips from her breeding and nest box project and from the wellknown wildlife photographer, Andy Rouse who is a keen supporter of the project. The meeting was very
well attended with over 70 people present including GRMG members and supporters, members of the
Gloucestershire Orchard Trust and others. Tickets for this first event were much in demand and sold out
quickly.
Because they are an introduced species, Little Owls do not have an official conservation status in spite of
having been in the UK for over 150 years; whilst the presentation was not intended to be overly scientific,
it was fascinating, gave some real insights into Little Owls and their interaction with other species and
was much appreciated by all present.
We are aware of the serious decline of Little Owls in various areas of the country and in Gloucestershire.
We aim to try and determine the causes of the decline and to make efforts to reverse the trend where
possible by providing breeding sites in the form of nest boxes in suitable areas of habitat across the
county, particularly in the north-west around Newent and May Hill, and throughout the Vale. See page 8
for details of our 2016 Little Owl Survey).
The evening’s events helped many build on their Little Owl knowledge and provided inspiration to help
with the forthcoming Little Owl survey and the nest box scheme to be carried out with a significant
degree of help and support from the Orchard Trust, to whom we offer our thanks.

The group will keep in close touch with Emily and support her national project; she in turn will provide us
with technical help and advice when possible to assist our efforts.
For those wishing to learn more about Emily’s national project, her web-site is available at
www.littleowlproject.uk.
GRMG is pleased to record our thanks and gratitude to Emily for making the evening a very successful
first event.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE RAPTOR MONITORING GROUP
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Winter talks
2015/16
by GRMG

January 2016; UK Honey-Buzzards with Steve Roberts
Steve’s long experience of studying these elusive raptors over 25 years was very evident to each of the
seventy or so attendees and he delivered his talk with much humour, enthusiasm and an obvious deep
knowledge of his subject. Steve has had two major papers published in British Birds as well as other
papers elsewhere and is well respected in birding circles.
Initially we thought that he might have brought the wrong presentation as his first and favourite slide
was of a Welsh Rugby player leaving his English counterpart in his wake whilst scoring a try! It became
quite clear that Steve loves his Wales as much as Honey Buzzards.
Steve showed many interesting slides and several videos of Honey Buzzards at the nest courtesy of his
tree mounted webcam set ups which he uses to study behaviours and breeding outcomes. It really was a
pleasure to listen to this authoritative expert and learn so much about this difficult to observe migrant
raptor.
We learnt about field jizz and to look for flat winged, non-flapping, circling birds at the edge of woodland
and to differentiate from Common Buzzards in particular. He also described breeding timetables and
habitats and guided us how best to observe Honey Buzzards.
Steve showed superb close video clips of birds at the nest and nestlings sometimes come to grief in
unusual circumstances. He recounted how on one occasion he observed a young nestling choking to
death on the remains of a large frog that had been brought back to the nest observing that this must be
the first time that a chick has been recorded being killed by having a ‘frog in its throat’!
On a more serious note, this was an enlightening presentation with excellent material and presented
superbly by one of the top Honey Buzzard specialists
in the UK. To those of you who came along we trust
you enjoyed it and to those who didn’t please keep
an eye out for our winter talks schedule for 2016/7
when we hope to maintain the high quality of speakers
that we attracted in 2015/6.
We have irons in the fire!

Image: Steve Roberts
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Sightings, please!
by GRMG

This year we’d like to increase the number of
sightings submitted to us. In our first year
alone we received more than 5000, a fantastic
number, and many thanks to all those who
submitted.

• Contributing to knowledge of numbers of
successful nests and fledged young

Your sightings of birds of prey in the county are
hugely important to us and allow us to monitor
these wonderful birds, analyse their numbers
and locations and keep track of any potential
problems within the different population
groups.

• Having a central place for many records

Over winter, understandably, there has been a
slight decline in the number of sightings we
received and we’d like to see the number of
sightings recorded to us to increase again –
especially for the course of the breeding
season.
We’ve recently made it easier than ever to
submit your sightings with us. The first way
you can do this is by filling in the online form
that
is
available
on
our
website
(http://glosraptors.co.uk/submit-sightings/).
This is quick and provides us with all the
information required. We are aware that
having to input your details (name, email, etc.)
can be quite laborious therefore to combat this
you can now simply press the back button on
your browser to save some time. This will
remember your basic details such as name and
email address.
Alternatively, on the same web page, there is a
downloadable excel spread sheet which can be
filled in over the course of a set period of time
and emailed to us regularly which many of you
are using already and we thank you for this.
The benefits of submitting your sightings to us
are numerous and include:
• Monitoring numbers of the county’s raptor
species
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• Supporting understanding of migration and
movement

• Building up a long-term dataset - and many
more.
As well as this we pass on all of our records to
the county bird recorder regularly and your
data will therefore contribute to the county
database and the annual bird report. This
information will also support the BTO.
Last year we ran a raptor ID day to offer some
training on monitoring raptors and to further
support this, this year Steve Watson has
developed a chart that illustrates exactly what
breeding activity can be observed from our
raptors, and at what time of year. Courtship is
already well under way with more species
expected to join the quest for a breeding
partner in the coming weeks and now is a good
time to start to monitor species for the season
this year. You can find a copy of this chart to
download on our website and we’ve also
included a copy on the next page of this
newsletter.
This year we will be recording the number of
sightings submitted to us and the top three
recorders this year will receive a free pair of
tickets to one our 2016/17 winter talks – of your
choice!
One important point to note when submitting
sightings to us is to include a grid reference.
This is now compulsory on our online form.
If you have any suggestions for us on this
topic, do let us know on the usual email;
glosraptors@gmail.com .
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Finding Sparrowhawk Nests
by Scott Marshall

I’ve always had an interest in raptors; especially Sparrowhawks.
Sparrowhawks are small to medium sized raptors however the females are 25% larger than the males
– a common trait in raptor species. Female birds are light to dark brown in colour with brown bars on
the chest and the males are a slate bluish-grey on the back with rusty orange bars on the chest.

Image: Ben Locke

Sparrowhawks hunt in woodland areas where prey
is numerous, but also in gardens and many
Sparrowhawk sightings are recorded each year
from gardens in predominantly suburban
neighbourhoods. Male Sparrowhawks tend not to
catch anything larger than a Mistle Thrush however
the females will catch much larger prey.

Sparrowhawks are really agile flying effortlessly
through small gaps just below the canopy. They
surprise their prey by waiting and watching for the
right moment. When the time comes, a
Sparrowhawk will fly low to the ground using its
distinct style of flying (flap, flap, glide). This flight
style is similar in all hawk species, especially the
Sparrowhawk’s larger, and more powerful, cousin;
the Goshawk.

Image: Paul Watkins

When finding a Sparrowhawk nest there are a few important factors to consider:
• Searching for nests in Winter is ideal, especially in stands of Larch. You can also locate nests during
territorial display around March/April, watching from a distance to determine where they are
nesting within an area. Sparrowhawks are site faithful and often return to the same site year on
year, refurbishing a nest or building a new one close by. The example shows nests on one site,
although it is rare to have this many usually.
• Keep a look out on the ground. Often you will see whitewash below a nest site and also prey
remains on the woodland floor. Moulted feathers from the female are also a good sign that you are
close.

Don’t forget to log your Sparrowhawk sightings (both adults, young and nest) to GRMG via the
website (http://glosraptors.co.uk/submit-sightings/)

Image: Lewis Thomson
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Little Owl Survey 2016
by GRMG

You may be aware of the fact that Little Owl populations are in decline in Britain, so we have
decided to make Little Owl our main survey species for 2016 in the hope of learning something
about how local populations are faring and seeking possible causes of the decline.
Background
The graph below shows the UK population trend for Little Owl, calculated from the Common Bird
Census and the Breeding Bird Survey carried out annually by volunteers for the British Trust for
Ornithology from the mid-1960s to the present day. The often-quoted latest official figure –
based on these surveys and also additional data from other surveys such as the national bird atlas
- is that between 1995 and 2008 the population decreased by 24%, but it seems clear from the
graph that there has been a further steep decrease since 2008, and numbers might well now be
50% below the 1995 figure.

The causes for this decline are not known and few studies have been carried out. The use of
Ivermectin (an anti-parasite medication) in livestock has been suggested as a possible factor but
the case remains to be proven. Little Owls were introduced into the UK during the 19th century,
so they do not have any conservation “status” – they are not Green-, Amber- or Red-listed for
example (they would almost certainly be red-listed by now if eligible). As a consequence, it is
difficult for conservation organisations to get funding to study Little Owls. The BTO are planning
a major “Project Owl” study from 2017-2019 and Little Owls will be included in that. If we can
survey this species in Gloucestershire this year it will put us in a good position to contribute to the
national survey when it starts.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE RAPTOR MONITORING GROUP
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Our plans
We are planning a three-pronged approach:
1. The county bird recorder has all the records of Little
Owls reported in recent times, including those found
during the bird atlas surveys 2007-2011, when every
2km square in the county was surveyed. We will be
contacting everyone who has submitted records
showing confirmed or probable breeding evidence
since 2008 and asking them to revisit the site to see
if the birds are still present. They will be asked to
record some habitat details so that we can look for
correlations between habitat and presence/absence
of owls.
2. We hope that all our supporters will make a special
effort this year to seek out and report Little Owls –
ask around, especially if you know farmers or
landowners, and they generally know if there are
owls around and are often proud of them. Have a
look in and around farm buildings, older orchards
and large old, hedgerow trees (especially those with
lots of holes in them). “Parkland” around country
houses is suitable habitat too. You can submit
sightings via our website. If you do locate a Little
Owl, please try to visit a few times during the
breeding season to see if you can find any evidence
of breeding – you might see adults entering a nesthole, and the fluffy young are often visible once they
have left the nest.

Image: Gordon Kirk

Image: Ben Locke

3. We are installing c.60 new Little Owl nest-boxes (at
least), thanks to a grant from the Gloucestershire
Naturalists’’ Society. Many will go into old orchards
as part of a collaboration with the Gloucestershire
Orchard Trust. There are two main aims to this
initiative:
i.

ii.

To provide suitable nest-sites where none
exist currently
To enable better monitoring of brood size,
productivity rates etc. – nests in boxes are
easier to monitor.

We hope that as many of our supporters as possible will
take part in this survey this year and support us in
assisting the Little Owl in Gloucestershire.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE RAPTOR MONITORING GROUP
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Tawny Box Update
by Rich Harris

We have now, in total, secured two generous grants from the
Gloucestershire Naturalists’ Society for the Tawny Owl project
that we have been running. This species has now been placed on
the Amber list – making our work on this project more important
than ever.
We have also secured the support of many landowners and
farmers, both in the Southam and Newent areas of
Gloucestershire, and we are grateful that they have signed up to
this project. In total, 84 boxes have been installed in local woods
and hopefully we can expand this in the future to include other
areas of the county - if volunteers can be found and grants
become available.
Later in the year we plan to monitor the boxes and we’re hoping
for a successful breeding season this year.
We are seeking volunteers to help us in this venture to help it
grow; if you are interested please send an email to
glosraptors@gmail.com with the subject ‘Tawny Project’.

Short-eared Owl

Image: Paul Watkins

by Lewis Thomson

Prolonged views of any owl species hunting in daylight is always a treat, so spending an hour watching
a Short-eared Owl quartering the heath at Woorgreens nature reserve in the Forest of Dean on January
11th was really special. Almost as rare as the owl this winter, the last golden rays of the setting sun
made the scene even more memorable. Many thanks to Martin Greenish for finding the bird and
putting the news out so promptly.

Image: Lewis Thomson
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Christ Church Peregrines; 2015
by Dave Pearce

Once again, in 2015, the Christ Church Peregrines
have done us proud!
Early in January the head of a male Teal was on the
tower floor – a species we have found before. Also
the remains of a Redwing.
On January 12 a third bird was thought to be
present and a 2 or 3 year old bird with an orange
ring was photographed on February 9.
The first egg was laid at 16.22 GMT on March 31
after the female had gone in and out of the box
many times during the day and often remaining
standing up and concentrating hard.
On April 2 there was only one egg at 19.06 and
after this it was too dark to see the CCTV picture.
On the 3rd at 5.21 when it was just light, the
female got up and there were two eggs. Clearly
the second egg had been laid overnight.
On April 5 there were two eggs at 7.25 and three
eggs at 7.28 so the third egg was laid during those
few minutes.
On April 7 the fourth egg was laid at 17.39.26 and is
much whiter (but with dark red blotches) than the
brick red of the other eggs – see photo. This is
usual for this pair of Peregrines.
The female starts calling soon after the egg has
dropped and peers up at the male on one of the
church pinnacles in triumph and is an action I have
not seen before.
The male and female exchange incubation duties
several times a day and the photo to the right
shows the female fussing with the eggs before an
incubation turn.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE RAPTOR MONITORING GROUP
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Hatching of the chicks
The first chick emerged on the morning of May 9
and a chipped second egg was present in the
middle of the afternoon. The second chick was
out of its shell in the evening and the first chick
was begging for food. There were three chicks at
midday the next day and on the morning of the
11th the fourth chick struggled free from the egg.
For the fourth year in succession four eggs.
Excellent! The female looked after the chicks very
well as usual and the male brought in food on
demand.
Ringing of the chicks
The chicks were ringed on June 3 after 4 weeks.
This was later compared with previous years and
they were all out of the nest box but did not try
and run away!
Each chick weighed about 900 grams which with
other measurements suggests they were all
females.
While the ringing by Rob Husbands, Anna Field
and Natalie Wylde progressed, I searched for
recognisable prey and was not pleased to find a
Kingfisher! Apparently the Peregrine comes from
behind, lines up the bird before grabbing it. We
have a pair of Kingfishers nearby at the lake at
Pittville Park. According to John Sanders, the
juveniles disappeared on about June 1, but the
two adults remained. Although we cannot prove
that the dead bird was from Pittville Park, it does
seem likely.
The remains of the Great Spotted Woodpecker I
had seen earlier on the CCTV was also found.

The chicks are growing
Over the following weeks the chicks continued to
grow before getting ready to fledge.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE RAPTOR MONITORING GROUP
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Fledging of the chicks
The first juvenile flew on June 22 on a windy
day but appeared to be stuck halfway down a
face of the church in the evening. Early the
following morning I hurried to the church
worried that the bird might have become
stranded on the ground. In fact it was on top
of a pinnacle so it must have managed to fly
up. It was mobbed by Lesser Blacked-backed
Gulls while the adults watched in rather a
relaxed fashion. The juvenile then flew down
to the floor of the tower and ate some prey
vigorously while the other juveniles present
were disinterested. A little later that day all
four juveniles were happily sleeping together:
Growing up
By June 26 all juveniles were flying and could
be seen distributed over the church. The
photo by Bob Telford below shows the
underwing pattern of a juvenile Peregrine. This
year I did not have to capture any grounded
juveniles and carry them back to the top to
(hopefully) wait a few days before trying again.
The juveniles clearly like the company of their
siblings and at this age they often cosy up
together but change their allegiances
periodically.

There are usually one or more juveniles present on the
church – on the pinnacles or stone work. On July 28
and August 4 all four were present together on the
tower floor. The birds were tucking into prey (with a
few squabbles). After a while they became rather full
and had to have increasing periods of recovery while
they digested some of it before they could carry on
eating. When they can eat no more they close their
eyes and often begin whining for more – sometimes
looking up at their parents. I believe the sight of the
adults stimulates this response even if they are full up.
There may be another reason for the whining - maybe
to discourage the adult flying down and eating the
prey. The adult may deliver prey to a juvenile which
then looks up at the adult and whines for ten minutes
before eventually starting eating. When prey is left,
even with the juvenile present, the adult may swoop
down and eat the remains so maybe the juvenile’s
action is sensible.
It has become increasing clear that the movement of
the camera can be heard by the juveniles. It also
sometimes continues to move until it is instructed to
move the other way! The male adult was eating prey
on the floor and I moved the camera which he
immediately looked at and took off in fright. The
juveniles are not so timid and just look sometimes and
then carry on eating. For a period of time the camera
would not move at all. I must remember to try and
move it at least once a week. Possibly we will need to
replace it soon.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE RAPTOR MONITORING GROUP
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The clean up
On September 8 I cleaned up the tower which as
usual was covered with prey remains. This was
earlier than usual this year so that engineers and
the architects could discuss how they were going
to mend a crack in a wall. The female adult circled
round followed by a juvenile which appeared to be
trying to catch up. The juvenile appeared to be
slightly smaller and slimmer and had to beat its
wings faster to keep up. The only recognisable
prey was a Great Spotted Woodpecker which I
had seen being eaten earlier in the year. The
juvenile reappeared to eat prey three hours after
we left and the adult female flew off with the prey
later so they were not unduly worried by our
presence on the tower for several hours.
The Progress of Peregrines Raised at Christ Church in Earlier Years
In 2014 a male (CR) from the 2010 brood at Christ Church was seen at Tewkesbury Abbey during
September 2014 with a female (DX) from the Avon Gorge. Disappointingly, DX spent December to May
away from the Abbey and on a Church at Bishops Cleeve. Fortunately, CR at the Abbey paired with
another female which was not ringed. However, they did not meet up until the end of April 2015 and
although they both visited the nesting tray together and made scrapes in the gravel it appeared to be too
late to lay eggs. Oh well – perhaps in 2016!
A female from the 2010 brood has been successful in Stafford with three young in 2015 and probably also
four young in 2014. From the 2012 brood, a male paired with a female in Kidderminster but they were
unsuccessful. However, a female from the 2012 brood raised four young in Walsall. Surely someone will
find young from the 2011 and 2013 brood somewhere in the UK soon! And we now have four more to add
to the previous 19 birds fledged – 22 in total!
The following table updates progress of fledged young from previous years.
Bird

CR

Sex

Male

Year

Town
Tewkesbury
Abbey

2010

JP

Male

2012

JN

Female

2012

CZ

Female

2010

Kidderminster,
chimney at
Weavers Wharf
Retail Park
Walsall Town Hall

Stafford

Comment
With DX (Avon Gorge) on September 25th 2014. DX roosted at night on St
Michael’s Church at Bishops Cleeve near Cheltenham at the end of
December to end of May 2015 although she was seen with CR at
Tewkesbury Abbey on March 17 (but DX had a damaged claw). DX was
seen back at Bishops Cleeve on May 15th and CR at Tewkesbury Abbey
was with a new female without a ring at the end of April. Both CR and the
new female were present and interacting to the middle of September
2015 and the female to the end of the year (at least).
Failed breeding attempt; possibly even before the egg stage but both
birds still present. Next year perhaps.

After 5 unsuccessful years the female which had been present died in
2014. JN is believed to be a new female which had moved in and four
chicks were raised in 2015.
Four chicks in the first year 2014 at this site. In 2015 a photo showed CZ
and 3 chicks fledged (probably CZ was also the female in 2014).
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Final thoughts

The review of the first five years of Peregrines at Christ
Church can be found on the North Cotswold
Ornithological
Society
website
at
http://ncosbirds.org.uk
There is a selection of photos on Flickr taken from the
top of Christ Church for each of the years 2010 to 2015.
To view them; open the link to Flickr:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/55200709@N07/sets click on first photo of the album you wish to look at e.g.
Peregrine2015 then you can look through the collection
by clicking on > which appears on the right side.
The progress of the birds at Tewkesbury Abbey can be
found at http://www.abbeyperegrines.blogspot.co.uk/
and many thanks to David Bagley for the information
from this site and fingers crossed for 2016.
Many thanks to the staff at Christ Church who have
been very helpful throughout the six years. In
particular, without the interest from Martin Chapman,
this project would have been very difficult. Ed Drewitt
who has written the book “Urban Peregrines” has also
provided much encouragement.
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THANK YOU

SPRING 2016

Remember; if you spot wildlife
crime in your area contact your
local police.

Thank to everyone who has
contributed to this month’s
newsletter, especially to Dave
Pearce, Gordon Wilcock, Lewis
Thomson and Scott Marshall.
We’re very grateful to our two guest
speakers over the 2015/16 Winter
period; Emily Joáchim and Steve
Roberts. We are looking forward to
working with them both again in
the future.
Thanks to the Orchard Trust for all
their support with our LO Survey.
A final thank you to our
contributors,
supporters
and
followers. Your support is vital to
the work that we are doing.

BADGES AVAILABLE ONLINE

www.glosraptors.co.uk/shop
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