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SPRING 2017

Spring has Sprung!
It seems a long time ago since our last update and we have been incredibly busy as a group – it seems busier
this year than ever before!
Last Winter we continued to host two talks – both of which were a huge success and we’re really grateful to
our speakers Robin Prytherch and Colin Shawyer. Both talks were well attended again and we appreciate
everyone coming out to these and being fantastic audiences. We will be continuing these talks again in 2017;
one of which will be a little different for us – but we don’t want to spoil the surprise yet! A few months back we
also hosted a day out in the field in the Flaxley valley to provide some training on locating nests of raptors, in
particular Common Buzzards – this day was a great success and we’re really grateful for all of those who
attended and gave us such positive and kind feedback. We’d like to host yearly workshops like this in the field
in order to support as many people in the county as possible with fieldwork and nest finding.
Currently, between us as group, we are busy! Checking boxes, finding nests, ringing young, working with the
Police and other organisations to combat crime and getting involved with Springwatch 2017 too! Over the
next few months we’ve got a few projects to work on and develop and we will continue to be out in the field so
please don’t forget to send in your sightings to us so that we can continue to monitor Raptors within
Gloucestershire.
We’ve also now got a mobile number! Be sure to check the final page of this issue and save us to your
favourites. The number is to be used primarily to record crime against a raptor so we are keeping our fingers
crossed that it doesn’t ring too much!

In this issue:

• Update on wildlife crime in the county
• Information on sightings and surveys
• A guest article about Ravens this breeding season
• Information on our exciting Goshawk colour ringing project
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Goshawk colour ringing project
by GRMG

Following a successful proposal submission to the
BTO, this season we have been granted permission
to colour ring Goshawks in the county. Robin, our
ringer, will be taking a lead on this and will be
supported by Jerry Lewis, Anna Field and other
members of the GRMG ringing team including
climbers. Due to the elusive nature of Goshawks,
we intend to read the majority of these rings
through the use of trail cameras under license and
the rings will be large, yellow, and will have letters
and numbers on them that should be legible from a
distance.
Over 8000 Goshawks have been ringed in the UK
and as a result of this there have been 284
recoveries however from those 284 we have
learned some fascinating facts for instance the
oldest recorded recovery was an 18 year old bird
which was ringed in Gloucestershire and the
furthest travelled was 218 km from the ringing
location. The usual metal ring fitted on a bird is
almost impossible to read through binoculars or a
camera lens hence our proposal to introduce colour
rings – this will be much more easier to read if a
bird is seen by a birder or picked up on one of trail
cameras.

Image: Nat Roberts

We decided to use trail cams to monitor the nest after the birds have been ringed to minimise
disturbance of the site. Not only this but the use of such cameras will allow us to understand prey
items brought to the nest for young as well as give us a clear account of how many birds fledge. A
future benefit of this project will also be that it will allow us to see when young birds from the county
take over a territory of their own.
Gareth, a core member of GRMG, has been using trail cameras for 10 years and is an expert in their
use. He has been testing different types of cameras, settings and mounting brackets to ascertain the
best ones to use for this project.
This year will be a trial, and we intend to put around 10 cameras on different nests and look to use
different settings to determine the correct ones. It is likely we will start to get results in breeding
season 2019 but in the meantime we can look to see how many of the current birds are wearing
metal rings and hopefully try to read those.
This is an exciting project and the first of a couple we have planned this year and next, hopefully the
information gained will lead to more information being know about this beautiful, secretive bird
which has a stronghold here in Gloucestershire. Be sure to let us know if you see a Goshawk with a
yellow colour ring on in the future!
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Surveys & Sightings
by GRMG
Our annual Peregrine survey is now underway for another year
running. This year, once the numbers have been finalised we
intend to analyse the data in more detail to give a more
accurate account of the status of Peregrines in the county.
In light of recent persecution events, submitting sightings to
the GRMG is more important now than ever. Our submission
form is quick and easy to use and we share all data with the
County Bird Recorder, Richard Baatsen.
As well as this we a launching a Goshawk colour ringing project
in the county this year so sightings of Goshawk would be very
welcome to support our scientific work here. We also have
plans to run an in-depth scientific study on Hobby next year so
your Hobby sightings would also be equally invaluable.
All sightings are beneficial; please continue to send them in to
us.

Image: Dave Pearce

Wildlife crime
by Gareth Jones
This year we have already been incredibly busy dealing with potential cases of crime against Raptors in the county!
Firstly, we have been building up relationships with our RECLOs (Rural Environmental Crime Liaison Officers) in the Cotswolds and
Forest of Dean. They are incredibly supportive of GRMG and are equally grateful to GRMG and the work we support them with. Our
RECLOs are really committed to their jobs which is a huge benefit for our county. I recently visited a Game Estate on behalf of
GRMG with one of our RECLOs and here we saw 10 Buzzards, 2 Sparrowhawks, a Red Kite and two Kestrels (the latter we located
the nest). The Gamekeeper is really proud of his estate as well as the wildlife on it and it was brilliant to meet him and extremely
encouraging to see his enthusiasm for monitoring wildlife and maintaining a healthy estate for them to reside.
Recently, we have had a couple of incidents of potential disturbance to nesting birds. One of which we liaised with the Forestry
Commission and gave advice about the timing of work. The Forestry Commission since amended their permission to include
instructions on what to do if a nesting bird was found and will talk to the organisers about the timing of future activities. The second
incident was a report of children playing near a Schedule One species whilst the bird was incubating. The children were not aware
and listened to our explanation and moved on.
Devil’s Pulpit Peregrines
You may be aware of recent events surrounding the area near Devil’s Pulpit. As this is an on-going investigation I am limited in by
what I can say but suffice to say that 2 Peregrines were found dead near the end of March just off the footpath to Devil’s Pulpit on
the English side of the Wye. Almost exactly a month later, one more dead Peregrine was found very close to where the other two
were found. Gloucestershire Police, Natural England, the RSPB Investigations Team and GRMG are all involved trying to
understand this incident. As of yet, cause of death in any of the birds is yet to be established. It’s frustrating the amount of time it
takes to establish the facts but it’s important that the correct procedure is followed otherwise any evidence gathered is diminished.
We would like to ask if you hear or see anything suspicious to call the Police and ask to speak to the RECLO or WCO for that area,
make sure you get a crime reference number and please let us know. If you would prefer to speak to us please do call or email.
Time is always of the essence with these things and if you do find a dead raptor, take photos of the birds, the place and anything
else relevant and please let us know immediately. If it’s not suspicious we will send the birds off to the PBMS, if it is we will progress
it through the correct channels.
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Ravens 2017
by Scott Marshall

This season Ravens appear to have done well so far.
The Raven young numbers (in nest) have ranged from
3 to 5 depending on the food in their location and in
total we have checked 17 nests located within
Gloucestershire and the Herefordshire border.
Raven like big conifer plantations with large expanses
of open land nearby, or coastal regions, for their
nesting sites and feeding grounds/territories which is
where you will most likely to see them. On
adventures with Rob, we do see a number of Ravens
and these will consist of both breeders and nonbreeders as not every pair is successful of course.
Usually, if young pairs have not bred they will still fly
around in search of nest sites ready for the following
year.
On one occasion this year, we checked a relatively
late nest which contained 6 eggs. This is unusual for
Raven to be so late but not unheard of and we will
continue our work with these into June.
Juvenile Ravens can begin to court at a very early
age, but may not bond for another two or three
years. Aerial acrobatics and demonstrations of
intelligence, and ability to provide food are key
behaviours of courting and once paired, they tend to
nest together for life, usually in the same location.
However, sexual infidelity has been observed in
Ravens, whereby males will visit a female's nest when
her main mate is away. Breeding pairs must have a
territory of their own before they begin nest-building
and reproduction, and therefore will usually
aggressively defend a territory and its food resources.
The nest of a Raven is a deep bowl shape which is
made of large sticks and twigs and bound with an
inner layer of roots, mud, and bark. They are also
usually lined with a much softer material, such as
deer fur or sheep’s wool. The nest is usually placed in
a large tree or on a cliff ledge, or less frequently in
pylons so there are plenty of places to check.
Females lay between three to seven pale bluishgreen, brown-blotched eggs and subsequent
incubation is about 18 to 21 days - by the female
only. However, despite this, the male may stand or
crouch over the young at times, sheltering them but
not actually brooding them. Young then fledge at 35
to 42 days, and are fed by both parents. They stay
with their parents for another six months after
fledging.
Images: Scott Marshall/Robin Husbands
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Little Owl Survey
by Gordon Kirk
In 2016 our Little Owl survey covered 79 sites, finding
owls at 35 of them. Because we undertook this
project and achieved good coverage, we have been
asked to help Sam Crofts, a research student from
Oxford Brookes University who is looking into Little
Owl habitat requirements as part of his masters
degree.
Emily Joachim, who runs the UK Little Owl project
and who gave one of our winter talks in December
2015, is overseeing Sam’s research and suggested
that he uses Gloucestershire as his study area. So this
summer Sam will be visiting at least ten sites where
Little Owls bred in 2016.
He will carry out fine-scale habitat assessments to try
to determine the variables that influence site
suitability for Little Owls. One of the aims is to
produce a map of the county indicating areas with
apparently suitable landscape and habitat. This may
help us in future to identify potential sites for
nestboxes.
It’s very heartening that our hard work has been
recognised and is contributing to this on-going
research – many thanks to everyone who helped with
the survey last year! Good luck Sam!

Owl box update
by Rich Harris

The Southam & District Owl Conservation project which is part of GRMG & GBOMP has gone from strength to
strength since our last report. Our area now consists of approximately 314 square miles within the county. We have
recently forged close links with The Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust's Barn Owl recovery project and plan to liaise,
share data and work across 'borders' to further improve breeding success of this species.
Using a generous grant from G.N.S. and donations of materials from a local pallet company, Premier Paper Group,
we have constructed and installed 50 Barn Owl boxes on farms we have identified as having rich habitat and /or
breeding or roost sites. In addition, including the 3 species, we have made an assortment of 40 boxes for other areas
in the county.
With regard to The Tawny Owl project, in total 116 boxes have been sited in the Newent and Southam areas which
will be inspected for breeding success in mid April. Further locations have been identified, expanding the project in
the near future.
The Little owl project totals over 40 boxes which have been installed via using B.T.O. data where there have been
sightings over the past 3 or 4 years and where we have observed activity during our conservation work. Paul
Watkins who focuses on habitat location for the 3 projects, data collection and landowner communications, has very
kindly taken on the role of coordinating this project. Special thanks to volunteers, Eddie and David who turn up
every week ,constructing boxes over the winter in my cold and leaky garage and helping with fieldwork.
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SEEN A CRIME AGAINST A RAPTOR?
SUSPECT FOUL PLAY?
FOUND A DEAD RAPTOR?

SPRING 2017
THANK YOU

07960 047016

Thank to everyone who has contributed to
this month’s newsletter allowing us to cover
a wide variety of stories.
Again, thank you to our contributors,
supporters and followers. Your support is
vital to the work that we are doing.
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